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Marijuana Initiative Enters Circulation

Marijuana Legalization. Initiative Statute.
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§A§:RAMENTO — Secretary of State Debra Bowen today announced that the proponents of a
new initiative may begin collecting petition signatures for their measure.

The Attorney General prepares the legal title and summary that is required to appear on initiative
petitions. When the official language is complete, the Attorney General forwards it to the
proponents and to the Secretary of State. The Secretary of State then provides calendar deadlines
to the proponents and to county elections officials, and the initiative may be circulated for
signatures. The Attorney General’s official title and summary for the measure is as follows:

MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION. INITIATIVE STATUTE. Decriminalizes
marijuana sales, distribution, possession, use, cultivation, and transportation.
Dismisses pending court actions inconsistent with its provisions. Retains laws
forbidding use while driving or in workplace. Establishes regulation of
commercial marijuana trade to match regulation of wine and beer. Allows
noncommercial production up to 24 flowering plants per household, or more with
local approval. Authorizes retail sales of marijuana with THC level of .3% or
more to persons 21 or older; if less, no age limit. Directs state and local officials
to not cooperate with federal enforcement of marijuana laws. Bans development
of genetically modified marijuana. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst
and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: The fiscal
effects of this measure are subject to considerable uncertainty depending on:
(1) the extent to which the federal government continues to enforce federal
marijuana laws and (2) the specific taxes applied to marijuana. Savings of
potentially several tens of millions of dollars annually to state and local
governments on the costs of incarcerating and supervising certain marijuana
offenders. Potentially hundreds of millions of dollars in net additional tax
revenues related to the production and sale of marijuana products. (11-0039)

The Secretary of State’s tracking number for this measure is 1516 and the Attorney General’s
tracking number is 11-0039.
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The proponents for this measure, James P. Gray, William McPike, Stephen Collett and Steve
Kubby, must collect signatures of 504,760 registered voters — the number equal to five percent of
the total votes cast for governor in the 2010 gubernatorial election — in order to qualify it for the
ballot. The proponents have 150 days to circulate petitions for this measure, meaning the
signatures must be collected by March 26, 2012.

The initiative proponents can be reached at (415) 830-6070.

To sign up for regular ballot measure updates via email, RSS feed, or Twitter, go to
WWW.S0S.ca.gov/multimedia.
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